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« America doesn’t need the detailed data once received from |
Tranian listening posts to verify SALT II It’s a phony issue...”

With Presidsnt Carter and Soviet
Leonid Brezhnev scheduled to sign the
SALT 11 agreement this week in
Vienna, the future of arms limitation
will rest with the United States Senate.
"Constiwtionally, the senators must rat-
ify this accord, but, based on recent
soundings, such approval is far from
certain. )

A key reason for this hesitancy
stems from America’s loss, during the
January revolution which overthrew
the shah, of United States “listening
posts” in Iran. In congressional testi-
mony, rhetorical outbursts, and editori-
als, opponents of SALT 11 have repeat-
edly said that without American in-
telligence monitoring facilities in Iran,
there’s simply no way the U.S. govern-
ment can tell whether the Russians are
abiding by the confines of SALT IL
But the Iran question, as we shall see,
is really a phony issue.

Verification-—whether the United

“States can detect Soviet treaty viola-
tions—is the politicians’ ideal issue in
the SALT II treatyzratification debate.
While polls show that 80 percent of
all Americans support arms-imitation
agreements with the Soviet Union, the
same polls demonstrate that 70 percent
don’t trust the Russians. Thus the
verification issue lets a politican have
it both ways. He can piously favor
weapons controls while saying he
is not satisfied that the treaty can be
verified because he cannot trust the
Russians when our survival is at stake.

But just what did America lose in
Iran? Basically radar and electronic lis-
tening posts which, because they were
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only 600 miles from the Soviet ICBM
test-launch area at Tyuratam, ¢ould ob-
serve the early phases of Russian
Jong-range missile firings. Once their
missile rises above the horizon, Amer-
ica’s radio recetvers can record the sig-
nals—called telemetry—sent back from
the test missile to the firing team on
the ground. These signals give detailed
information on the operation and per-
formance of all missile components.
This permits America to have the same
data on the workings of Russian mis-
siles as their Soviet designers.

This information on the rockets used
to launch Soviet missiles was extremely
useful in unraveling the details of the
early Soviet missile program. I was
charged with this task in my days at
the CIA at a time when other sources
were fragmentary and less developed
than they are today. This data is still
an important element of America’s in-
telligence, as the United States seeks to
learn all the details of new types of

“has to dztzrminz is whether a specific

Soviet missiles. But America doesn’t
have to have this detailed data to |
verify treaty compliance: The job can
be done without it. Intelligence gather-
ing is not synonymous with treaty veri-
fication; verification is a much more
limited task. All the United States

limitation is bezing observed or even
whether the Russians are using cow-
cealment measures which impede veri-
fication. It is this crucial difference
that explains the apparent discrepadcy
betwezn CIA Director Stansfizld Turn-
er’s testimony that it would take four
vears. to replace our intelligence capa-
bilitizs lost in Iran and Secretary of
Defense Harold Brown’s assertion that
we could verify the SALT Il trsaty
from the day it was signed.

It’s important to examine soms key
questions related to verifying treaty
compliance where the bases in Iran
might have been involved.

[1 Are the Soviets testing a missile
with multiple warheads (MIRV’s)?

[0 Are they putting more than the
allowed number of warheads on a cer-
tain type missile?

[ Are they testing more
single allowed new ICBM?

] Is the missile launch weight or
“throw weight” significantly -greater
than that of current models?

The Iranian stations providad sup-
portive data for answering thase ques-
tions, but America does have alterma-
tive redundant sources which ensure
that the treaty can be verified today. *

Few people perhaps realize that the
“open skies” President Eisenhower
sought in 1953 are now a fait actor-
pli and that theSoviets have agreed to
this principle in the SALT Il treaties.
They have even dgreed that they will
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